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LIGHT OF THE VALLEY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 1074 N Fairfield Rd, Layton, UT 84041    www.lotvlayton.org 

 www.facebook.com/lotvlayton    www.youtube.com/lotvlayton 

 Worship: Sundays 10:30 am; Mondays 7:00 pm  Bible Study for All: Sundays at 9:15 am 

    Church Office: 801-444-1591     Pastor’s Mobile: 385-319-1026 

 Office Assistant’s E-mail:       Pastor’s E-mail:  

 secretary@lotvlayton.org      pastorklein@lotvlayton.org 

Welcome 

How long do you wait for someone before you lose hope that they will come through 

for you? Believers throughout the centuries have wrestled with this question, even as we 

see with John the Baptist. We don’t know how long, but we do know that the solution is 

to go all in on trusting in the Lord to come through on his promises, his Word.   

Guests & Visitors 

We are so thankful that you joined us for worship! Please fill out a guest card located 

underneath the second and fourth chair in front of you and give this card to the pastor 

or fill out our online guestbook on our church website. If there is any other way that we 

can serve you, please let us know. God bless your worship! 

Information 

Restrooms are located on your right as you exit the back of the sanctuary. 

The Fellowship Hall is located to the left of the sanctuary.  

A Playroom & Nursery are available for small children, located to your right as you exit 

the back of the sanctuary, near the entrance to the Ladies’ Restroom.  

Worship Folders & Children’s Bulletins and crayons are available on the table to the 

right of the center doors of the sanctuary. 

Prayer Requests can be made by filling out the prayer request book as you enter church 

or by speaking with the pastor.  

Serving in Worship 

Music: James Taylor 

Ushers: Steve Vander Wal & Eric Meinzen 

Communion Assistant: Joel Schwarz 

Lay Reader: Joel Schwarz 

Acolyte: Darius McAdams 

Worship Leader: Pastor Jon Klein  

Light of the Valley is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS).  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdnYKT5lZO93bsCWYt-13AWwIhajklVXkM0JHVOnuWFLk16wg/viewform
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Order of Worship 
In our worship, God comes to us in his Word and his Sacraments, and we respond with our praise and 

thanksgiving to him. All are welcome to participate as indicated. The parts marked M are spoken or sung 

by the minister, and the parts marked C are spoken or sung by everyone in the congregation.  

STAND 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

In the confession of sins, we acknowledge our sins and ask God to forgive them. The absolution gives and 

assures us that we are forgiven by the substitutionary life and death of Jesus Christ.  

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant 

us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done 

what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your 

punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, 

and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, 

a sinner.  

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son 

to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 

and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: O Lord, my God, I called to you for help, and you answered me. I thank 

you for the love you have shown me in Jesus Christ, my Savior. Through 

him you have rescued me from the guilt of my sin and given me the 

peace of forgiveness. Help me fight against temptation, correct 

whatever wrongs I can, and serve you and those around me with love 

and good works. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen. 
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Prayer and Praise 
Knowing that we have been forgiven all of our sins, we praise God asking him to come to us using verses 

from Hymn 23 “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel” in our red hymnal. 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord! 

C: ♫ Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel,  

And ransom captive Israel 

That mourns in lonely exile here  

Until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to you, O Israel! 

Oh, come, O Key of David, come,  

And open wide our heav’nly home. 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

M: Let us pray: Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good 

news of your mighty deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill 

us with your light; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.   

BE SEATED 
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This section is the heart and high point of our service. What follows is not the uncertain word of humans. 

It is the Word of God that has called us to faith in Jesus as our Savior from sin, death, and the devil. 

First Bible Reading: Isaiah 35:1-10  

1 The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and 

blossom. Like the crocus, 2 it will burst into bloom; it will rejoice greatly and shout 

for joy. The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, the splendor of Carmel and 

Sharon; they will see the glory of the LORD, the splendor of our God.  

3 Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the knees that give way; 4 say to those with 

fearful hearts, “Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he will come with 

vengeance; with divine retribution he will come to save you.”  

5 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 
6 Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy. Water 

will gush forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert. 7 The burning sand 

will become a pool, the thirsty ground bubbling springs. In the haunts where 

jackals once lay, grass and reeds and papyrus will grow.  

8 And a highway will be there; it will be called the Way of Holiness; it will be for 

those who walk on that Way. The unclean will not journey on it; wicked fools will 

not go about on it. 9 No lion will be there, nor any ravenous beast; they will not 

be found there. But only the redeemed will walk there, 10 and those the LORD has 

rescued will return. They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will crown 

their heads. Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will 

flee away.  
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Psalm of the Day: Psalm 130 

A song of ascents. 1 Out of the depths I cry to you, LORD; 2 Lord, hear my voice. 

Let your ears be attentive to my cry for mercy.  

3 If you, LORD, kept a record of sins, Lord, who could stand? 4 But with you there 

is forgiveness, so that we can, with reverence, serve you.  

5 I wait for the LORD, my whole being waits, and in his word I put my hope. 6 I 

wait for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning, more than 

watchmen wait for the morning.  

7 Israel, put your hope in the LORD, for with the LORD is unfailing love and with 

him is full redemption. 8 He himself will redeem Israel from all their sins.  

Second Bible Reading: James 5:7-11 

7 Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the 

farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the 

autumn and spring rains. 8 You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s 

coming is near. 9 Don’t grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, or you 

will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door!  

10 Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take 

the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 As you know, we count as 

blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance and 

have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion 

and mercy.  

STAND 
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One way that we prepare for Christ’s coming (advent) is to light candles in what is called an Advent 

wreath. This week, we light the “Candle of Joy,” which reminds us that Jesus is the Lamb of God who 

came to take away the sin of the world, just as John pointed out.  

M: We light three Advent candles remembering Jesus, the Light of the world. He 

came to defeat the prince of darkness. 

C: We remember Jesus, who came in answer to his people’s prayers. John 

proclaimed him the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 

M: We hear his call to see the light. 

C: We light three Advent candles as a sign of our trust and confidence. 

Three Advent candles are lit.  

M: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 

C: Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 

 

The Gospel Reading: Matthew 11:2-11 

M: The Gospel for the Third Sunday in Advent comes from Matthew chapter 11 

reading verses 2 to 11. 

C:  Glory be to you, O Lord! 
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2 When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the Messiah, he sent 

his disciples 3 to ask him, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect 

someone else?”  

4 Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5 The blind 

receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, 

the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. 6 Blessed is 

anyone who does not stumble on account of me.”  

7 As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: 

“What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the wind? 8 If 

not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who 

wear fine clothes are in kings’ palaces. 9 Then what did you go out to see? A 

prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom 

it is written: “ ‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way 

before you.’   

11 Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater 

than John the Baptist; yet whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 

than he.  

M: This is the Gospel of our Lord.  

C: Praise be to you, O Christ.  

Confession of Faith: The Nicene Creed 
The Creed is a summary of the Christian faith and a confession of the whole Christian Church on earth 

concerning the teachings of Scripture and especially of the person of Jesus Christ.  

M: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.  

All: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 

true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through 

him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down 

from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son 

is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 

believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

BE SEATED 

 
The children are invited up to the front of church for a message from the pastor.  
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Hymn of the Day: CW 304: 1-4   Jesus Sinners Does Receive  

 

 

 



11 | P a g e  

 
 

Sermon based on Psalm 130 
The sermon, for the most part, is a one-sided conversation from the pastor meant to apply God’s Word 

to your life. In order to help with this application, consider these questions during or after the sermon.  

1) What makes me want to “diversify” my faith when it comes to solving 

situations?  

2) Why should I go all in and have my whole being wait for the Lord, even as I 

do the practical things that God has given me the ability to do? 

STAND 

 

 

 

 

 

BE SEATED 
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The offering is an opportunity for us to return thanks to God for all that he has done for us.  You can also 

set up electronic giving with Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement, which you can find on our website 

(www.lotvlayton.org) under the “Worship” tab or download it from any app store and start using it 

today. Another way is to “Give By Text” by texting to 833-946-1361 the amount you wish to donate, using 

the $ before the amount; then follow the instructions in the reply text. If you encounter any problems, 

contact our Financial Secretary, Brian Koopman (801-510-1467; finsec@lotvlayton.org). 

STAND 

 
The Lord invites our prayers and asks that Christians pray for many people and circumstances. He 

promises to listen to them and respond according to his will in a way that is best for us. With that in mind, 

we approach our God with confidence and faith in him and his promises.   

M: Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your 

promise to send the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. 

Through your prophets of old, you continually directed the eyes of your 

people to the advent of their Savior. 

C: We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son 

to destroy the works of the devil. 

M: As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to 

shatter our pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy. 

C: Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom 

of heaven is near.” 

http://www.lotvlayton.org/
mailto:finsec@lotvlayton.org
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M: You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and 

strength. Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to 

the despairing. In these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of 

deadlines and the frenzy of commercialism. 

C: Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your 

grace. 

M: Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will 

see your Son coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords. 

C: Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 

 
The following prayer is what Jesus himself taught his disciples. (Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4)  

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 
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Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness 

of sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we celebrate the gift of his redemption, we bear 

witness to the fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns. 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you.  

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up unto the Lord.  

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is good and right so to do.  

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared when he called people 

to repentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the 

sin of the world. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, 

we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
Christ destroyed death and destroyed the power of Satan. We join the saints and angels in a song of 

praise to our God in what is called the “Sanctus.” 
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Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 

this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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O Christ, Lamb of God 
The words we sing are taken from John 1:29. Believers come as spiritual beggars and cry out to Christ, 

the Lamb of God, to have mercy on us and to take away our sin. 

 

 

 

 

 

BE SEATED 

 

Distribution  
On the basis of what God’s Word says, the Lord’s Supper is an expression of 

unity in beliefs. Therefore, we kindly ask that only confirmed members of 

Light of the Valley and of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod partake 

of Holy Communion. We encourage those who would like to receive Holy 

Communion with us to speak with the Pastor before doing so.  

STAND 
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Song of Simeon 
The words of this song as based on Simon’s praises when he finally saw his Savior (Luke 2:29-32).  

 

 

 

 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

C:  And his mercy endures forever.  

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent 

your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have 

given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not 

forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we 

willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.  
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As we close our worship service, we leave with direct blessings from our Lord and God, using the words 

that God gave to Aaron the High Priest to bless the Israelites (Numbers 6:22-27).  

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve 

the Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace.  

   

Closing Hymn:  CW 29   Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending  
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Take a moment to reflect on today’s message, one of the Bible readings, or on a hymn during the service.  

Following the announcements, greet the people that you have worshiped with and then feel free to leave 

the chapel when you wish. Have a blessed week!   

Copyright © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-720723. 

Scripture quotations from the Holy Bible, New International Version, copyright 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011, International Bible Society.    
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Romans Bible Study   
Join us Sunday mornings at 9:15 am for our Bible study on the book of Romans, in which 

we learn about the foundations of the Christian faith. The Bible studies are recorded and 

made available through the weekly newsletter.   

Christmas “Thank You” Donations  
The Church Council is asking if LOTV members would like to contribute toward a 

monetary gift to thank our Pastor and specific LOTV volunteer positions. If so, please 

place donations along with a note stating the purpose of the contribution in a plain 

sealed envelope by Dec. 18. Gifts can be placed in the collection plate or given to any of 

the Council members. Your generosity is very much appreciated. If you have questions, 

contact Joel Schwarz, Council President (president@lotvlayton.org; 801-540-8351).   

Angel Tree 

For this year’s Angel Tree, we are partnering with the Bountiful Food Pantry. If you would 

like to participate, angels with gift information are available for pick-up on the Christmas 

tree by the bulletin board between the restrooms. Please return your gift under the tree 

no later than Sunday, December 18. If you have any questions, please contact Harry Short 

(elder@lotvlayton.org). Thank you! 

Christmas Caroling and Potluck 

All are invited to join the choir at 1:30 pm on Sunday, December 18 as we go door-to-

door caroling in select neighborhoods. There will also be a pre-caroling potluck lunch at 

in the fellowship hall starting at 12:00 pm. A potluck sign-up is available on the bulletin 

board between the restrooms. 

Cocoa and Candy Cane Donations 
Every Christmas Eve, we assemble a take home gift for those who come to worship with 

us. If you would like to donate hot chocolate packets or candy canes for this year’s gift, 

please sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board between the restrooms. If you are able 

to help assemble the gifts on December 18 at noon, please also sign up on the sheet. 

mailto:president@lotvlayton.org
mailto:elder@lotvlayton.org
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Adult Volleyball Team 
Looking for a way to stay active this winter? If you are at least 16 years old, you can join 

Light of the Valley’s adult co-ed indoor volleyball team! Games are on Monday nights, 

starting January 9. If you would like to play, contact Wendy Klein by December 15, texting 

her at 616-706-5694. 

Congregational Assistant Program Class: Intro to World Religions 

The Congregational Assistant Program (CAP) does what the name says: trains people to 

assist the ministry of our congregation in various areas of service such as evangelism, 

youth and family ministry, visitation, or mentoring roles. The next series of classes covers 

the teachings of major world religions and begins Wednesday, January 4 at 6:00 pm. The 

class is open to everyone. If interested, put your name on the sign-up sheet so that 

materials can be provided. Learn more at mlc-wels.edu/cap. Please note there will be 

homework assigned for this class. 

No Monday Night Worship December 19 & 26 

Our Monday night worship will take a break on December 19 and 26. Regular Monday 

night worship will resume January 2, 2023. 

No Sunday Bible Studies for All Ages December 25 & January 1 

Our Sunday Bible studies take a break on December 25 and January 1 for the Christmas 

and New Year’s weekends. All Sunday Bible studies resume January 8, 2023.  

Forward in Christ 

Copies of the December edition of Forward in Christ are available for pick-up on the 

information table between the restrooms. The magazine features devotions, personal 

stories from fellow WELS members, and updates on various WELS congregations.  

Volunteer Opportunity: Window Washing 
Our exterior windows are in need of washing. If anyone is interested in beautifying our 

building in this way, please see Pastor Klein. 

GriefShare 

GriefShare, a Bible-based grief support group, will start up again on Tuesdays at 6:00 pm 

starting January 17, 2023. If you have experienced the loss of a spouse, child, family 

member, or friend, this may be helpful for you. Register at GriefShare.org. Contact Pastor 

Klein with any questions.  

https://mlc-wels.edu/cap/
https://www.griefshare.org/groups/155949
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 This Week at LOTV  
Sunday, December 11 9:15 am  Bible Study for All Ages 

    9:45 am  Parent & Toddler Bible Time  

10:30 am Worship w/ Holy Communion 

12:00 pm Council Meeting  

12:30 pm Catechism Class  

6:00 pm  Bible Information Class  

Monday, November 12 5:00 pm  Elders’ Meeting 

7:00 pm  Worship w/ Holy Communion  

Tuesday, November 13 10:00 am Homeschool Art Class 

    1:00 pm  Arts & Crafts 

4:30 pm  GriefShare 

7:00 pm  Lutheran Recovery Group (Online) 

Wednesday, December 14 6:00 pm  Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, December 15 7:00 pm  AA Meeting  

Sunday, December 18 9:15 am  Bible Study for All Ages  

    9:45 am  Parent & Toddler Bible Time 

10:30 am Children’s Christmas Program  

12:00 pm Caroling Potluck 

1:30 pm  Christmas Caroling 

6:00 pm  Bible Information Class  

 

Church Membership: What Does it Mean?  

There are over 80 member households at Light of the 

Valley (LOTV). Church membership is the tangible 

connection to the family of faith that is our congregation. 

It is a connection consisting of unity in the Bible’s 

teachings and commitment to the mission, ministry, and 

members of this congregation. We live this out by being served with God’s Word and 

then, in turn, serving as Christ served us. Participation in the Sacrament of the Lord’s 

Supper at LOTV says, among other things, that you are so united and committed to this 

congregation and Christ’s service. Our Bible Information Class (BIC) explains the Bible’s 

teachings as confessed by our church. It also explains the mission and ministry of this 

congregation so that inquirers can decide if they want to be committed members of it. 

The current class meets on Sundays at 6:00 pm. Contact Pastor Klein if you are interested. 
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The Advent Wreath 

The Advent wreath is a circular garland of 

evergreen branches representing eternity. On that 

wreath, five candles are typically arranged. During 

the season of Advent one candle on the wreath is 

lit each Sunday as a part of the Advent services. 

Each candle represents an aspect of the spiritual 

preparation for the coming of the Lord, Jesus 

Christ. As a whole, these candles represent the 

coming of the Light of Christ into the world.  

On the first Sunday of Advent, the first purple candle is lit. This candle is typically called the 

"Prophecy Candle" in remembrance of the prophets, primarily Isaiah, who foretold the birth 

of Christ (Isaiah 7:14; 9:1-7). This candle represents hope and expectation in anticipation of 

the coming Messiah. We have a sure and certain hope because God is faithful and will keep 

the promises he made to us. 

On the second Sunday of Advent, the second purple candle is lit. This candle is called either 

the “Bethlehem Candle” or the “Candle of Preparation.” God kept his promise of a Savior who 

would be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). As we hear in our Bible readings this Sunday, we 

are preparing a way for the Lord by asking God to help us be ready to welcome him into our 

lives. 

On the third Sunday of Advent, the pink candle is lit. This pink candle is called the "Shepherds’ 

Candle" or the “Candle of Joy.” The angels announced the birth of the Savior to the shepherds 

in total joy (Luke 2:7-15). 

The fourth and last purple candle, oftentimes called the "Angel Candle" or the “Candle of 

Love,” represents the reason why God sent Jesus in that lowly manger. “God so loved the 

world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life” (John 3:16). This candle is lit on the fourth Sunday of Advent. 

On Christmas Eve, the white center candle is lit. This candle is called the "Christ Candle." The 

color white represents purity. Christ is the sinless, spotless, pure Savior, the Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the world. (John 1:29) Those who receive Christ as Savior are washed 

of their sins and made whiter than snow. 
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